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Submissions must be received by September 15, 2025 at 12:00 p.m 
Application will be sent by mail at cir3.cap2025@uca.fr 
  






This call for proposals is intended for local research organizations operating within the scope of the CAP 2025 International Research Center 3 (IRC3).

Projects must align with the determinants of human movement across the following areas:

·    Biomarkers
·    Chronic diseases
·    E-health
·    Medical devices
·    Muscle development and genetics
·    Nutritional strategies, dysbiosis
·    Pain mechanisms and innovative therapeutic targets
·    Societal initiatives for a health-promoting lifestyle
·    Use of approaches involving artificial intelligence


Note: Project leaders are invited to contact the Director of IRC3 at cir3.cap2025@uca.fr to ensure their proposal falls within the thematic scope before submitting.

Objectives & Eligibility:

The objective of this call is to enable local research units to conduct open-ended research projects. Funding allocation is flexible and can be divided between operating expenses and human resources (e.g., doctoral students, postdoctoral researchers, fixed-term contracts, internships).
•	Internationalization: Projects involving international collaboration are highly encouraged. Proposals may include external or foreign research institutions; however, only local (on-site) institutions are eligible to receive funding.
•	Research Type: Both basic and clinical research projects are eligible, provided they align with the thematic areas listed above.

Budget Categories & Financial Rules:

IRC3 will allocate funding across two project categories:

1.	Small-scale projects: ≤ €60,000 for a maximum duration of 2 years.
2.	Large-scale projects: Up to €130,000 for a maximum duration of 3 years (calculated from the start date of the budget commitment).





Financial Constraints:

· Human resources expenses must be committed by December 31, 2027.
· Applications must include an annual expense schedule for the duration of the project, broken down by HR and operational costs.
· For projects ≤ €60,000, at least half of the total budget must be committed in 2027.
· Funds must be committed within one year of the funding notification, or the grant will be cancelled.
· No budget carryovers are permitted.

Postdoctoral & Recruitment Guidelines:

The recruitment of international doctoral and postdoctoral students is strongly encouraged.
· UCA Graduates: Postdoctoral candidates from Clermont Auvergne University (UCA) doctoral schools are only eligible after completing a two-year postdoctoral stay abroad.
· Current UCA Staff: Postdoctoral researchers currently working in UCA units are eligible, provided they have previously completed a two-year postdoctoral stay abroad.
· Contract Limits: The cumulative duration of postdoctoral contracts (contracts with the university/EPST plus the “I-SITE” contract) cannot exceed four years, in compliance with Article 4 of the UCA charter for contractual research staff.

Application Procedure :

· Format: Applicants must use the standard application form attached below.
· Language: The project proposal must be written in English.
· Completeness: Incomplete applications will not be evaluated.
· Submission: Applications must be submitted by email to cir3.cap2025@uca.fr.
· Deadline: September 15, 2026, at 12:00 PM (noon) CEST. Late submissions will not be considered.
· Reporting: A final project report must be submitted to IRC3 upon completion, no later than the end of December 2029.

Evaluation Criteria :

Applications will be selected by the IRC3 Governance Committee based on internal and external peer reviews, using the following criteria:
· Alignment with IRC3’s core objectives.
· Scientific excellence of the proposed research.
· Inclusion of international collaborations and/or multi-team local partnerships.
· Strong foundation of preliminary results (mandatory for projects requesting postdoctoral funding).
· Quality of the scientific environment and use of local infrastructure/facilities.
· Genuine commitment and engagement from all involved partners.
· The project’s leverage effects (potential for securing future funding/scaling).
· Consistency and realism of the proposed budget relative to the objectives.
· Potential involvement of socio-economic/industrial partners.

A final report of selected project must be submitted to IRC3 upon completion of the project and no later than the end of December 2029. If the funds have not been committed within one year of the funding notification, the project funding will be cancelled. No budget carryovers will be permitted.


Application Form 

Funding Requested

Total Budget: □ ≤ €60k | □ > €60k to €130k



Project title : 


Projet Acronym (Maximum 10 characters) : 

Project coordinator

Title: □ Mr. / □ Ms.   		       First name: 			Last name: 

Position/Function: 	
Laboratory/Department/Institution (complete name and acronym) : 
Mail: 
Phone number: 

Associated Local Partner (if applicable)

Title: □ Mr. / □ Ms.                        First name: 			Last name: 

Position/Function: 	
Laboratory/Department/Institution (complete name and acronym): 
Mail: 
Phone number: 



Other partners (Add lign if necessary):
Title: □ Mr. / □ Ms.                        First name: 			Last name: 

Position/Function: 	
Laboratory/Department/Institution (complete name and acronym): 
Mail: 
Phone number: 



Project Summary

Briefly describe the research project (10 lines maximum ; 12-point Arial).










Key-Word : (maximum 5)



Staff involved in the project, by organization
(List all staff members involved in the project, categorized by organization (researchers, technicians/administrative staff [ITA], postdocs, doctoral students, fixed-term contract holders, etc.).

	First name and last name
	Status
	Affiliation 
	Participation (full-time equivalent)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Project Abstract : 
(Maximum of 5 pages, excluding references; 12-point Arial font, single-spaced; tables and figures included)

1.    How the project fits into the objectives of IRC 3.
2.    Intra-site, national, and international collaborations, including industrial and socio-economic partnerships.
3.    Research questions, hypotheses, and objectives of the project.
4.    Originality and relevance of the project in the context of current knowledge, preliminary results. 
5.	Description of the methods and technical choices envisaged. Necessary human and material resources 
6.    Expected results and impacts. 
7.    Description of the proposed timeline for the duration of the project.
8.    Bibliographic references supporting the project (10 to 20 references maximum, Arial 9 acceptable) – on an additional page. 


A selection of 5 to 10 publications by individuals involved in the project, representing the various organizations involved
Relevant to the project's theme. Names of people involved are underlined, and titles are expanded.








Budget 
Specify the total cost of the project and the sources of the co-funding required to carry it out

	Type of expenditure
	Description
	Total Cost 
(€ HT*)
	Funding requested for the current call for proposals
	Co-financing(source)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	


*Human resources costs are not subject to VAT.


If possible, please provide the names and contact information of potential French-speaking reviewers for your project (who have not co-authored any publications with you in the past 5 years)

First name,Last name and mail :













Approval from the director of the research institution leading the project:








Approval from the Director of the associated laboratory(ies)/partner(s):
(attach a letter of commitment for off-site partners)
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